
1  General and methodological explanations on road traffic accidents statistics 

1.1 Legal basis 

The legal basis for compiling the tables of this publication 
is the Law on the Statistics of Road Traffic Accidents 
(StVUnfStatG) of 15 June 1990 last amended by the first 
Law changing the Law on the Statistics of Road Traffic 
Accidents (StVUnfG) of 23 November 1994 (BGBl.IP. 3491) 
and by the Ordinance on the exact definition of a severe 
accident involving material damages in the sense of the 
Law on the Statistics of Road Traffic Accidents of 21 
December 1994 (BGBl.IP. 3970). Pursuant to these, 
federal statistics are compiled on accidents due to 
vehicular traffic on public roads or places, with persons 
killed or injured or involving material damage. 

1.2 Coverage 

According to the Law, the police authorities whose officers 
attended the accident are liable to report. This implies 
that the statistics cover only those accidents which were 
reported to the police. These are primarily accidents with 
serious consequences. Especially traffic accidents 
involving only material damage or slight personal injuries 
are to a relatively large extent not reported to the police. 

Pursuant to Art. 1 of the Law on Statistics of Road Traffic 
Accidents only those accidents are recorded which are 
due to vehicular traffic, i.e. accidents involving only 
pedestrians are not coverd by these statistics. 

1.3 Course of reporting 

Survey records for the statistics of road traffic accidents 
are the copies of the standard traffic accident notices 
(Verkehrsunfallanzeige) as used for the entire Federal 
Republic (see Annex) which are completed by the police 
officers attending the accident. After its transfer to data 
recording media, the information included in the accident 
notices is tabulated on a monthly and annual basis at the 
statistical offices of the "Länder" according to a standard 
programme for the entire Federal Republic. The Länder 
results are compiled to the federal result. 

It is not always possible for the police and the statistical 
offices of the Länder to include in due time all accident 
notices in the monthly results, because in the case of 
missing or contradictory data it is often necessary to make 
queries which may take quite some time. Such accidents 
are included subsequently, so that the final annual results 
are higher than the sum total of the monthly figures. 

1.4 Forms of publication 

Quick report: (Press release) about 8 weeks after the end 
of the reference month. 

Monthly report: (Subject-Matter Series 8, Series 7) 
Preliminary figures in comparison with the same period of 
the previous year (36 pages). 

Annual report: (Subject-Matter Series 8, Series 7) Final 
results in detailed tables, full explanations, time series 
and reference data. 

At irregular intervals: Special evaluations, press releases, 
brochures, articles published in "Wirtschaft und Statistik". 

1.5 Basic topics of statistics of traffic accidents and their 
presentation in the table part 

1.5.1 General remarks 

The statistics of road traffic accidents traditionally 
distinguish between four basic topics, namely accidents, 
road users involved, casualties and causes of accidents. 
As from 1984, the users of vehicles involved in the 
accidents are also counted. The following diagram shows 
the interrelations between and the definitions of these 
categories.

1.5.2 Accidents 

Accidents are subdivided according to the severity of the 
consequences, for example road traffic accidents 
involving personal injury, severe accidents involving 
material damage in the narrow sense (i.e.S.), other 
accidents under the influence of alcohol and other 
accidents involving material damage. The criterion for the 
allocation is in each case the most serious consequence 
of the accident, i.e. in an accident with material damage 
no casualties were involved. Accidents with personal 
injury imply that irrespective of the amount of the material 
damage persons were killed or injured. 

Severe accidents involving material damage i.e.S. are 
accidents whose cause of accident is an irregularity or an 
offence concerning participation in road traffic. At the 
same time the motor vehicle has to be town away from the 
place of accident because of a damage (motor vehicle not 
ready to drive). This includes accidents under the 
influence of alcohol. With full details recorded are all 
other accidents with material damage where a road user 
involved was under the unfluence of alcohol (other 
accidents under the influence of alcohol). All other 
accidents involving material damage are only numerically 
recorded by the locality of accidents (in town/village, out 
of town/village, on motorways). Here the locality of the 
accidents (Ortslage) is determined by the yellow 
placename signs. All accidents occurring on motorways, 
including city expressways, are considered to be 
accidents outside built-up areas. In the case of accidents 
at road junctions, the higher-class road is coded.



Till the end of 1994 all accidents involving material 
damage only, with the damage exceeding the limit of DM 
4 000 for any of the parties involved, were considered to 
be severe accidents involving material damage. For that 
reason the accidents involving material damage are 
incomparable in its breakdown with the results of the 
previous year. 

Single-vehicle accidents (Alleinunfälle) involve only one 
vehicle, although several passengers may be injured or 
killed.

One reason for this differentiation according to the 
severity of the consequences is the intention not to 
excessively inflate the statistics of accidents and to record 
the large number of minor accidents only numerically in a 
breakdown by the locality of accidents. As a second 
reason, the definition of an accident involving personal 
injury is comparatively well suited for both international 
comparisons and the compilation of long-term time series. 
It is further presumed that the accuracy of the accident 
reports increases in proportion to the severity of the 
consequences of the accidents and that the data of 
accidents resulting in personal injury are more reliable 
that those of accidents causing only material damage. The 
structure of the characteristics of an accident however 
also changes in relation to its severity. Thus the share of 
unprotected road users (pedestrians and two-wheel 
riders) involved in personal injury road accidents is 
greater than in accidents with material damage only. 

1.5.3 Road users involved (Beteiligte) 

As road users involved in a road traffic accident are 
recorded all drivers, vehicles riders and pedestrians who 
themselves - or whose vehicle-have suffered or caused 
damages. Passengers injured or killed are therefore not 
considered to be involved in the accident. 

The road user mainly responsible (Hauptverursacher) is 
the person who in the opinion of the police is chiefly to 
blame for the accident. Road users involved in single-
vehicle accidents are always regarded as mainly 
responsible.

1.5.4 Vehicle users 

The users of the vehicles involved in accidents are 
counted, i.e. injured or uninjured persons in or on the 
vehicle. These data may be used not only for calculating 
the average number of vehicle occupants.

The ratio of road users who are potentially endangered 
(vehicle users) to road users actually injured or killed 
shows for the individual types of vehicles the risk of 
sustaining injuries. 

1.5.5 Casualties/other persons suffering damages 

Casualties are persons (incl. passengers) injured or killed 
in the accident. There are covered as 

- killed 
all persons who died within 30 days as a result of the 
accident,

- seriously injured 
all persons who were immediately taken to hospital for 
inpatient treatment (of at least 24 hours), 

- slightly injured 
all other injured persons. 

Other persons suffering damages are persons who 
sustained material damages but are not involved in the 
accident as road users (e.g. house owners, public road 
transport undertakings, etc.). They are not recorded by the 
accident statistics. 

1.5.6 Causes of accidents 

Proceeding from their personal judgement, the police 
officers recording the accident describe the causes of the 
accident in the survey form according to the list of 
possible causes which has been in force since 1975. A 
distinction is made between general causes (among other 
things, road conditions, weather factors, obstacles), 
which are attributed to the accident and not to the 
individual road user involved, and person-related 
misbehaviour (such as failure to give precedence, driving 
too fast, etc.), which is attributed to the individual driver, 
vehicle rider or pedestrian, i.e. the road user involved. 
This means that up to 8 causes per accident can be 
registered. 

Up to two general causes may be reported per accident. It 
is possible to state 3 causes each for the first road user 
involved (road user mainly responsible) and one other 
road user involved.This means that up to 8 causes per 
accident can be registered. 



1.6.2 Kind of accident (Unfallart) 

The kind of accident describes of the entire course of 
events in an accident the direction into which the vehicles 
involved were heading when they first collided on the 
carriageway or, if there was no collision, the first 
mechanical impact on a vehicle. The following 10 kinds of 
accidents can be distinguished: 

1. Collision with another vehicle which starts, stops or 
is stationary. 

Starting or stopping are here to be seen in 
connection with a deliberate stopover which is not 
caused by the traffic situation. Stationary vehicles 
within the meaning of this kind of accident are 
vehicles which stop or park at the edge of a car-
riageway, on shoulders, on marked parking places 
directly at the edge of a carriageway, on footpaths or 
parking sites. The traffic to or from parking spaces 
with a separate driveway belongs to No. 5 kind of 
accidents.

2. Collision with another vehicle moving ahead or 
waiting.

Accidents caused by a rear-end collision with a 
vehicle which either was still moving or stopping 
due to the traffic situation. Rear-end collisions with 
starting or stopping vehicles belong to the No. 1 
kind of accidents. 

3. Collision with another vehicle moving laterally in 
the same direction. 

Accidents occuring when driving side by side 
(sideswipe) or when changing lanes (cutting in on 
someone).

4. Collision with another oncoming vehicle. 

Collisions with oncoming traffic, none of the 
colliding partners having had the intention to turn 
and cross over the opposite lane. 

5. Collision with another vehicle which turns into or 
crosses a road. 

This kind of accident includes collisions with 
crossing vehicles and with vehicles which are about 
to enter or leave from/to other roads, paths or 
premises. A rear-end collision with vehicles waiting 
to turn belongs to the No. 2 kind of accidents. 

6. Collision between vehicle and pedestrian 

Persons who work on the carriageway or still are in 
close connection with a vehicle, such as road 
workers, police officers directing the traffic, or 
vehicle occupants who got out of a broken down car 
are not considered to be pedestrians. Collisions 
with these persons are recorded under the No. 10 
kind of accidents. 

7. Collision with an obstacle in the carriageway. 

These obstacles include for instance fallen trees, 
stones, lost freight as well as unleashed animals or 
game. Collisions with leashed animals or riders 
belong to the No. 10 kind of accidents. 

8./9. Leaving the carriageway to the right or left. 

These kinds of accidents do not involve a collision 
with other road users. There may however be further 
parties involved in the accident, e.g. when the 
vehicle involved in the accident veered off the road 
trying to avoid another road user and did not hit 
him.

10. Accident of another kind. 

This category covers all accidents which cannot be 
allocated to one of the kinds of accidents listed 
under Nos. 1 to 9. 



1.6 Other definitions and explanations 

1.6.1 Type of accident (Unfalltyp) 

The type of accident describes the conflict situation which 
resulted in the accident, i.e. a phase in the traffic situation 
where the further course of events could no longer be 
controlled because of improper action or some other 
cause. Unlike the kind of accident (Unfallart), the type of 
accident does not describe the actual collision but 
indicates how the conflict was touched off before this 
possible collision. 

The determination of the type of accident also plays an 
important role for local accident analysis since the type of 
accident is marked by coloured pins on the maps of the 
local police authorities. 

The following seven types of accidents are distinguished: 

1. Driving accident (Fahrunfall) 

The accident was caused by the driver’s losing 
control of his vehicle (due to unadapted speed or 
misjudgement of the course or condition of the 
road, etc.), without other road users having 
contributed to this. As a result of uncontrolled 
vehicle movements, however, a collision with other 
road users may have happened. 

A driving accident however does not include 
accidents in which the driver lost control of his 
vehicle due to a conflict with another road user, an 
animal or an obstacle on the carriageway, or 
because of a sudden physical incapacity or a 
sudden defect of the vehicle. In the course of the 
driving accident, this vehicle may collide with other 
road users, so that this is not necessarily a single 
vehicle accident. 

2. Accident caused by turning off the road (Abbiege-
Unfall)

The accident was caused by a conflict between a 
vehicle turnig off and another road user 
approaching from the same or opposite direction 
(incl. pedestrians) at crossings, junctions and 
entries to premises or car parks. Whoever follows 
the priority turn of a main road is not considered as 
turning off. 

3. Accident caused by turning into a road or by 
crossing it (Einbiegen-/Kreuzen-Unfall) 

The accident was caused by a conflict between a 
road user turning into a road or crossing it and 

having to give way and a vehicle having the right of 
way at crossings, junctions, or exits from premises 
and car parks. 

4. Accident caused by crossing the road 
(Überschreiten-Unfall)

The accident was caused by a conflict between a 
vehicle and a pedestrian on the carriageway, unless 
the pedestrian walked along the carriage-way and 
unless the vehicle turned off the road. This applies 
also where the pedestrian was not hit by the vehicle. 

Even if the pedestrian who caused the accident was 
not hit, the accident is classified as caused by 
crossing the road. A collision with a pedestrian 
walking along the carriageway is recorded as a No. 6 
type of accident. 

5. Accident involving stationary vehicles (Unfall durch 
ruhenden Verkehr) 

The accident was caused by a conflict between a 
moving vehicle and a parked/stopping vehicle or a 
vehicle manoeuvred in connection with parking/ 
stopping.

Accidents with vehicles waiting just because of the 
traffic situation are not included. 

6. Accident between vehicles moving along in 
carriageway (Unfall im Längsverkehr) 

The accident was caused by a conflict between road 
users moving in the same or opposite direction, 
unless this conflict belongs to a different type of 
accident.

7. Other accident 

This includes all accidents that cannot be allocated 
to any other type of accident. 

Examples: U-turning, reversing, accidents between 
parked vehicles, obstacle or animal on the 
carriageway, sudden failure of the vehicle (brake 
failure, defective tyre, etc.). 



            

 

                       
                      

    
   

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

 

   

  

  
 

  

   
 

   

  

  

   

   
   

 

 

  
 

   

   
 

   

 

   
 

   
  

  

   

   

  

  
  

    
   

  
 

   
 

   
   

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

    
 

  

  

 

 
     

 
 

 
     

   
 

  

  

   
 

  
 

  

  
 
 

 
  

  

   

 
     

  
     

                 
        
   

  

 

     

      

       



    

    

      

            

                 
 

                 
    

       

                
           

             
     

 

          
         
    

                  

             
       

            

       

       

      

        
        

  

        
        

         
     

 



     

          

      

  
        

              

            

          

               

    
              

         

                 

                 

          

         

         

      

                  

           

        

        

  

                

         

       

   

              
           

         

  

        

     

                

                

                 

       

            
        

            

          

              

           

          

  
 

    

              

               

            

               

               

        



             
               

         
     

     

           

         

   

               

     

  
               

    

            

      

       
  

       
       
     

          

   

       
            

 
        

       
                

      

             
          

           
         

   

       

        
         
         

        



     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
      

       
       

  

  
       

      
       

       
  

 
       

         
   

 
       

           

 
       

            

 
      

  

   
 

    
       

 

    
       

 

    

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

     

   

    

  

  
       
  

   
        

      
       

     

 

   
    

    
  

      

       
   
   
 

      
      

     
    

   

      

   

   

   

    

     
    

   
      

    
        
    

   
  

 

 

  
     

    
      

      
        

       
      

        
        

      

         
     

        



 

  

 

      

 
 

      
       

   

     

 

   

     

     

     

     

   

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

  

 

 

 

    

 

  

  

 
     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

      

 

 

 

 

  

 

   
    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
  

 

 
 

 
 

    
        

    
        

     
    

          

  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   
           

        
            

      

 
  

  

  

 
 

 
  

 
   
   

 
  

 

   

  

      

  

 
   

     

   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  
       

       

 
  

       

      

        



 

     

 

  

   
 

 

 

    

 
  

  

 

 
 

 

 

   

  

  

   

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

   

  
   

  

 
  

 

  

   
 

   

 

 

 
  

 

    

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

          

  

 
  

  
    

 

  
 

  
  

  

 

         

        

 

 

 
 

    

      
    

 
 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

    
    

  

 
  

  
    

   

 

 

 
 

 
  



  

 

  

     

        
   
     

   
 
 

                 
   

              

          

 
  

        




